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[8 February 2015] 
 
KRUG ART MOVEMENT PRESENTS IN BERLIN AN EXHIBITION OF FAMILY 
PHOTOGRAPHS OF KARDZHALI 
 

 
 
On 7 and 8 February, during the two-days festival entitled "Days of Bulgarian Culture – New 
European Accents", in the Bulgarian Cultural Institute in Berlin, KRUG Art Movement 
presented an exhibition of preserved family photographs of Turkish families of Kardzhali 
region, Turkish documentary heritage of 19-20 century.  
 

 



 

 
 
Film screenings, book presentations, discussions and meetings with the public were provided 
in the saturated cultural program. Participants in the events were: Faith Ankova, general 
director of BNT; Sevda Shishmanova, program director of BNT; the actors Assen Blatechki, 
Vladimir Penev and Samuel Finzi; the chairman of CEM and screenwriter of the film "And 
Bulgaria Is a Big Mistake" Georgi Lozanov and the director of the film Stoyan Radev. 
 
Eight Bulgarian and German publishing houses presented their books. On February 8, 
representatives of the Bulgarian Diaspora in Berlin saw the movie "The Court" directed by  
Stefan Komandarev. It is co-produced by Rhys Alexander, Christine Haupt from "Neue 
Mediopolis Film Production", Germany; Boris T. Matic from "Propeller film", Croatia; Vladimir 
Atanasov, Angela Nestorovska from "Sector Film", Macedonia and others. After the 
screening, the audience met with Stefan Komandarev, Assen Blatechki, Alexander Rhys and 
Christine Haupt. 

  



Representatives of KRUG Art Movement took part in the conversation with the audience on 
"Bulgarian Cinema and The Global Refugee Process", in the discussion on trends in 
contemporary Bulgarian literature and in the roundtable on "What Didn't/Happen in Bulgaria 
After The Fall of Berlin Wall". 
 
Representatives of the Commission on dossiers and artists from the Sofia Opera and Ballet 
also participated in the festival's program with movies and presentations. The book "Gena 
Dimitrova. From A to Z" by the journalist Dimitar Sotirov was presented. 
   
The program was implemented with the support of Ministry of Culture and Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of Bulgaria, Bulgarian Embassy in Berlin, BNT and the Council for Electronic 
Media (CEM). 
 

  



[13 February 2015] 
 
TWO YOUNG ARTISTS FROM ISTANBUL VISIT KARDZHALI 
 

 

Two young artists from Istanbul, invited by KRUG Art Movement, visit Kardzhali and, in 
''Friday the 13th'', they will present their debut on Bulgarian ground. As bold girls, doing 
experiments, they relate their work to the precise choice of artistic means, reproducing real 
situations in art configurations. The authors' project "Forgotten Memories" is performed by 
Didem Erbash, born in 1985 in Istanbul. She creates her stories through collages of real 
objects and photographs. When she creates a story of old photographs, she relates the real 
life of the people on them and the literature. She usually focuses on issues of violence on the 
individual to analyze the nature of the various rules and customs that exist in the world.  She 
graduated from the University ''Mimar Sinan'' in Istanbul, currently doing MA thesis from 
Kardzhali in Istanbul's Sabanci University. 

 

In 2013, she works in the Summer Academy in Salzburg with the Cuban artist Tania Brugger, 
who is one of the most significant contemporary political artists that several years ago blew 
up the world press with his performance "Burden of Guilt", and who did performances in 
cities such as London, Moscow, Bogota, Venice with political significance to a particular place 
in accordance with its history, conflicts and political authorities. Her projects have been 



presented in biennials in Venice, the Biennial in Istanbul in 2013, the Moscow Biennale, etc. 
The projects of Didem Erbash are related to the activities of Istanbul experimental group of 
young artists "Art Shift", working in abandoned buildings, open spaces, exterior facades, 
creating mobile museum structures in a hotel room or on the floor of an old house. 

 

The exhibition in the Art Gallery Krug is constructed from old photographs, personal 
photographs, texts and real objects. "My works are based on the relationship between 
identity and memory”, says Didem Erbash. ''The main material used, are old photographs 
that I can analyse beyond the present context or information of their owners. Then, I try to 
get into dialogue with the objects as if they are part of my memory. I try to make them part 
of my history. So, I frame these memories according to my own experience, imagining that, 
in this way, they could be useful and meaningful for everyone else. Nevertheless, my main 
goal is to discover the identity through the prism of foreign memories – the differences 
between cultures, the difference in the color of the faces in the cards for identity, the 
clothing, the hair color, all elements of life in the big city are elements of the study of 
identity". 
 
Mergyuze Gunay is the curator of the exhibition and is involved with her own project in it. 
She is descendent of a family of immigrants. She was born in 1984 in Plovdiv. Her father is 
from the village of Beli vir, Municipality of Chernoochene and in his early childhood he lives 
in Kardzhali. In 1989, her family migrates to Istanbul. Mergyuze graduated from the Faculty 
of Fine Arts of Yeditepe University in Istanbul. She works on various curatorial projects in the 
field of postmodern art with Marcus Graf – one of the most famous explorers of 
contemporary art, writer and curator who works in Istanbul in 2001. Born in Germany in 
1974, he is professor at the art Academy in Stuttgart in art history, active participant and 
organizer in the programs of the International Biennial of art in Istanbul. One of the joint 
projects of the two is "Contemporary Istanbul Art Fair". In January 2015, Mergyuze Gunay is 
co-organizer of high-profile exhibition "Excuse Me, Which Floor Is This?" in Gallery "Mercure" 
in Istanbul that treats alienation in the new neighborhoods. The range of her interests may 
be described in the categories of so-called "Open Art" – simultaneous development of 
painting and situation, media and video art. Their joint exhibition with Didem Erbash 



"Forgotten Memories" is the Bulgarian debut of the two authors, where Mergyuze Gunay 
focuses on graphic experiments and collages with personal black and white photographs of 
her childhood in Kardzhali in 1989. 
 
 

 
  



[23 March 2015] 
 
THE FOUNTIANS – WATER, IN HAPPINESS AND SORROW  
 

  
Yet, no one knows how many are really 
the fountains in Kardzhali and how old is 
the tradition to build a fountain in tribute 
to the water, to the life and to the people 
we have lost. 
 
In a document from the 16th century, it is 
said: "Earthly life is like water we poured 
from the sky and with it on the earth 
sprout plants for livelihood of people and 
livestock". In a contemporary story of 
Rhodope, it is even noted: "You wouldn't 
have lived here, if you hadn't raised a 
fountain". 
 
Donating money to build a fountain as well 
as sewage water supply to it, was an act 
of piety, which played an important role in 
the life of the believers, Muslims and 
Christians. 
 
It was believed that the construction of a 
fountain or a bridge over a river was a 
work equal in value to bring up righteous 
children, to gather and disseminate 
knowledge, or to separate from one's own 
property for the needy. 
 

Furthermore, the fountain has always 
been a center of social life. In Istanbul, 
and in the big Turkish cities, nowadays, 
the fountains are part of the architectural 
tradition, an integral part of the cultural 
heritage. In some modern travelogues, it 
is said that the fountains in the region of 
Kardzhali may count perhaps hundreds, 
because only in one village they may be 
over 10. In a collection in Turkish, 
composed by Metin Hasan from 
Momchilgrad in 2013, partly are described 
about 90 fountains. 
 
After this year's World Water Day (March 
22), a team of volunteers of KRUG Art 
Movement launches a study to be listed 
the places of fountains in the municipality 
of Kardzhali and the stories associated 
with them. For the launch of this initiative 
in the Art gallery is arranged exhibition 
dedicated on the fountains. 



 
 
The organizers present an original 
exposure with 70 fountains of the 
journalist Guner Shukri, "The Fountains – 
Traditions in Ardino". 
 
This photo study is encouraged by the 
mayor Resmi Murad and is stored in the 
museum in Ardino as a valuable 
documentary material. Besides this 
exposure, Krug shows archive footage of 

Ayse Mullah's fountain in Kardzhali, which 
in 2007 is restored on the initiative of the 
mayor Hasan Azis with a campaign for 
public funding. 

 
 
The exhibition in the Art Gallery, which is 
called "The Fountains – Water, in Joy and 
Sorrow", includes photographic materials 
for 3 fountains of Dazhdovnitsa and 
accompanying stories of the elderly for 
them. These are: the Fountain of Murad 
Hassan, built for Good luck to the village 
in 1940; the two so-called "Ashaka 
cheshmeler" - Fountains down the village 
around which, according to the legend, 
the village originated about 200 years ago. 
The water of these fountains never dried 
up to the present day. Visitors also will see 
collages with text and photos for the latest 
fountain, inaugurated in 1980 and built up 
with a donation campaign by locals in the 
center of Dazhdovnitsa. 

 
  



[20 May 2015] 
 
PROGRAM OF THE EIGHT EDITION OF THE INTIATIVE ''THE MULTICULTURAL 
CITY'' 

 
 
The initiative ''The Multicultural City" has already become a tradition and this year's edition  
is the eighth from the start in 2008. The program in 2015 includes events in the 
period from May 24 to June 21 and will be launched on May 24 (Sunday) with 
"Painted Poems" by the journalist Snezana Goranova. Her poems will be transformed 
from unpublished manuscripts into art installations, and, in honor of the feast of the Slavonic 
Alphabet and Culture and for the fans of the exquisite poetic text read "through" visual 
experiment, the gallery will be opened for visitors twenty-four hours – from 6.00 pm in the 
morning on May 24 to 6:00 pm in the morning on May 25. 
 
On May 30 (Saturday), in the Art Gallery will be presented visiting exhibition "The 
Old Crafts and Their Masters from Kardzhali from Edirne" with participation of the 
authors. Photo study, conducted by 13 professional and amateur photographers, displays in 
the workflow 41 master craftsmen who still cherish and hand down from generation to 
generation oldest local crafts. 
 
The photo study will continue in partnership with KRUG Art Movement in the territory of 
Kardzhali – the visiting cultural delegation will meet "in live" with 21 carriers of the oldest 
craft practices in Kardzhali, still kept today, for preparing the second part of traveling 
exhibition this time entitled "The Old Crafts and Their Masters from Kardzhali". 
 
On June 4 (Thursday) will be presented the publication "For Kardzhali with Love", 
prepared by KRUG Art Movement and literary magazine Krug, involving 22 of the youngest 
Kurdjali's authors. The event is dedicated to the 85th anniversary of Capt. Georgi Georgiev, 
traveled the world with the yacht "Cor Caroli" and declared honorary citizen of Kardzhali. On 



this occasion, it is planned work to begin in June on the relocation of the monument of the 
sailor in the downtown. This initiative is launched firstly by newspaper "New Life" and, in 
2013, RIM-Kardzhali also joins the idea including the organizations of Reserve Officers of 
Kardzhali and Varna. In 2015, with the help of Kardzhali's Sea Club "Angel Petrov-Yoschkata" 
in partnership with KRUG Art Movement and in cooperation with Municipality of Kardzhali this 
idea will be implemented for the anniversary of the sailor – as a part of this year's Initiative 
"The Multicultural City". 
 
On June 4, the award ''The Multicultural Man'' will be given for the third year. Its 
winners so far are Mehmed Nureddin and Prof. Dr. Petar Garena. 
 
On June 12, a campaign "Family Portrait" is scheduled – presentation of photo 
archives and documents of family history of Dr. Hamid Qadir of Kardzhali with 
guests from his large family from the country. Part of the family migrated in the region 
of Plovdiv in the mid of the 20th century, another part scattered around the world. The 
young deputy mayor of the town of Kuklen - Ilhan Kadir derives from this family. Now he 
runs the municipality after the removal of the former mayor. The youngest representative of 
the family Alina is expected to defend soon his master's degree in Intellectual Property Law 
at the University "Kyin Mary" in London. She is currently an intern in the International 
organization to protect the rights of record labels (IFPI). This organization carries out 
analysis of the key trends in the music industry, provides a detailed analysis of the leading 
recording music markets, including digital, cares for the distribution of licensed services to 
national and regional markets, supervises rights enforcement, carries out consumer 
research, does global rankings by year and features the most popular artists distributed in 
physical formats, downloading and streaming. 
 
On June 20, for the 85th anniversary of his birth, will be officially opened new 
bust-monument of the legendary solitary sailor Capt. Georgi Georgiev, born in 
Kardzhali in 1930. Capt. Georgi Georgiev is probably the most famous in the world 
Kardzhali's man, who has circumnavigated the Earth with the yacht "Cor Caroli" and is 
Guinness record holder for 1971/1972. 
 
 
 

  



Initiative ''THE MULTICULTURAL CITY" (2008-2015): Presentation 
 

 
 
This is a joint initiative of Municipality of Kardzhali and KRUG Art Movement with high media 
popularity. Started in May 2008, the Initiative is an annual, held in the months of May/June. 
In 2015 will be held the eighth edition. The aim of the Initiative is to show Kardzhali through 
the prism of its multicultural memory in the context of modern European cities. Local cultural 
memory of the region's population keeps narratives, written records, archives and artifacts of 
cultural and linguistic groups who have lived here in the 19th and the 20th centuries, and 
some of their descendants live here nowadays. In Kardzhali, declared a town in 1912, during 
the 20th century, lived together Bulgarians, Turks, Armenians, Jews (until 1946), Roma, 
Bulgarian Muslims and a small number of Greek families. Today, the Turkish cultural 
community is prevailing in the municipality, followed by Bulgarians, Bulgarian Muslims, Roma 
and Armenians. 
 
Within the Initiative "The Multicultural City" so far: 
 

 the places of former Turkish khans, Armenian and Jewish cafes (9 in total places 

of historical memory) are highlighted; 

 large exposures of photo archive of family ancestral memory (8 in total) are 

displayed; 

 a joint Bulgarian-Turkish traveling photographic study of traditional craft practices 

on both sides of the border (in Edirne and District), presented in the two cities and 

Sofia for European Heritage Days (2015) is conducted; 

 art concepts of young local artists from every cultural and linguistic groups in the 

region (12 in total) are presented; 

 a memorial plaque at the place of the former fire burned Jewish synagogue is set; 

 an international participation of academic representatives from five European 

countries for monitoring and documenting the authentic local holiday Hadarlez (in 

the village of Rani list) is realized; 

 maps of streets in their former appearance are created and installed on visible 

places in the city with inscriptions in Bulgarian and English language; 

 The Program "Cultural Horizons" implements child and youth actions, 

performances, re-enactments by texts in Bulgarian, Turkish, Armenian, Hebrew 

and Roma languages, a book of works by young artists about the multicultural life 

of the city – "For Kardzhali with Love" (2015) is published; 

 Armenian artists and cultural associations of the country participated in various 

museums and folklore exhibitions (2011, 2012, 2013); 

 In 2015, the bust of the solitary legendary explorer Captain Georgi Georgiev, who 

was born in Kardzhali and is Guinness record holder for circumference of the Earth 



with yacht, is rescued from oblivion and  is stored in a new type of structure as a 

monument installed in the central part of the city; 

 Diplomats from the embassies of Armenia, Palestine and Israel participated in the 

different editions to date; 

 In 2010, the Initiative ''The Multicultural City" is presented at a major international 

forum in Barcelona: http://www.kardjali.bg/?pid=2,2&id_news=2070 

 In 2013, the nomination "The Multicultural Man" for contribution to the 

development of multiculturalism is held for the first time. First prize winner is 

Mehmed Nureddin, a former actor, civic activist, politician and Kurdjali MP in the 

Grand National Assembly; 

 In 2014, the Father Peter Gerena is nominated for his contribution to the 

development of multicultural dialogue; 

 In 2015, the eng. Hasan Azis is nominated for his contribution to the development 

of Kardzhali as a city-laboratory of cultural diversity during his expired three terms 

as a mayor of Kardzhali. 

 
 
 

  

http://www.kardjali.bg/?pid=2,2&id_news=2070


[24 May 2015] 
 
THE HAND THAT LED ME THROUGH THE THRESHOLD 
 

  

This year's edition of the Initiative "The Multicultural City" starts on May 24 with 24-hour 
action in the Art Gallery – "Painted Poems" by the journalist and poet Snjezana Goranova. 
The gallery will be opened for connoisseurs of speech from 6.00 pm in the morning of the 
feast of the Slavonic Alphabet and Culture to 6:00 pm on May 25. Initiated by KRUG Art 
Movement, series of verses of the journalist are turned in outstanding visual art installations 
and could be read on the spot. 
 
In 2012,  newspaper "New Life" first published her poetry, opening a door to her intimate 
world, gentle sensitivity and unpublished manuscripts. In the Art Gallery, "Painted Poems" 
are another attempt to lift the veil under which, in the life of each of us, always appears "the 
hand that led me through the threshold," and the written words are a part of that magic. 
 

  



Snezhana Goranova has lived and worked in Kardzhali since 1985. When she arrives for the 
first time in the city,  also in May, she  has already completed her postgraduate studies in 
journalism at Sofia University and has written her first poetry book, approved by Varna's 
Publishing House "Hristo G. Danov". The book is not published for various reasons, and 
Snezana remains to work as a journalist of "New Life" and becomes one of the most popular 
authors in the regional press. 
 
Her texts, book reviews and correspondences have been published in various national 
publications, in collections, in the literary almanacs "Thrace" and "South", in the online 
magazine "Literary World". She is an authors of  reviews for the writers Nikolay Haytov, 
Georgi Alexiev, Nicolas Indjov, for the two talented people from Kardzhali Mary and George 
Karakoleva, and for many others. Winner of various awards for journalistic excellence, she 
has been awarded three times by her colleagues with the "Golden Pen" for May 24th. 
 

  



[29 May 2015] 
 
OLD CRAFTS AND THEIR MASTERS FROM EDIRNE IN KRUG Art Gallery 
  
 

Edirne is famous for its rich heritage of 
handicrafts and masterful practices. Many 
organizations and individuals take care to 
preserve the history of local crafts, and to 
restore the old master practices as part of 
the cultural and historical memory of the 
city. The administration of Edirne applies 
modern strategy of marketing and 
protecting the local variety of crafts. In 
1955, in Edirne was founded Chamber of 
Crafts, with a membership of around 
15,000 traders and craftsmen. 
 
The Chamber provides expert assistance in 
legal and administrative procedures for 
registration, training and intermediary 
services, and maintain detailed records of 
masters from Kardzhali, journeymen, 
apprentices and retailers who work with 
such products. 
 
Association of photographers in Edirne 
(EFOD – EDİRNE FOTOĞRAF SANAT 
DERNEĞİ) set themselves the ambitious 
task to meet "in live" the contemporary 

audience with the rich history of crafts and 
its carriers.  

In the photo study are included 11 
professional and amateur photographers, 
which for several months do photo shoots 
with 41 of the oldest Edirne's masters 
from Kardzhali. 

 
The exhibition is prepared for the 
ceremony of signing the twinning of the 
municipalities of Kardzhali and Edirne in 
April this year, and visits for the first time 
Kardzhali for this year's edition of "The 
Multicultural City". 11 authors will present 
on 30 May at 18.00 in the Art Gallery Krug 
impressive collective exhibition, in which 
the visitors will see a palette of life and art 
of 41 artists – halva makers, tanners, 
masons, musicians, clarinets makers, quilt 
makers, and watchmakers, coppersmiths 
and glaziers, manufacturers of candy and 
cookies, fruit soaps and boxes for dowry – 
and craftsmen who work on technology 
"edirnekari" (drawing with paint and 
varnish on leather, textile and wood). 



About the two-day program of the guests 
in Kardzhali, KRUG Art Movement 
organizes a series of preliminary meetings, 
based on their own research of the local 
master practices and preserved crafts. 

 

The ambitious task of the partners for the 
exhibition is to continue it under the title 
"The Old Crafts and Their Masters from 
Kardzhali". For the visit of the exposure, 
official information and invitations have 
been sent to the mayor of Edirne Mr. 
Recep Gürkan and his deputy Mrs. Chidem 
Gegeolu. The mayor of Kardzhali eng. 
Hasan Azis will open the event. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  



 

[4 June 2015] 
 
FOR KARDZHALI WITH LOVE 
 

 
On June 4 (Thursday) at 17.00, as part of the initiative "The Multicultural City", in the Art 
Gallery is presented a special illustrated edition "For Kardzhali with Love", prepared by KRUG 
Art Movement and literary magazine Krug, involving 22 of the youngest Kardzhali's people. 
The youngest is 12 years old, and the "oldest" – 23. They are invited to write a real love 
texts for their city. Some of the authors are already far from here.  They are students or they 
are in other parts of the world, but all write about their city with love, to love your birthplace 
is one of the most important engines of man. It is comparable only with the love of the 
family. Like the true love, it is also inexplicable – it cannot be explained neither with the 
beauty of the urban landscapes or the bustle in the streets, nor with the number of the 
historical monuments or the taste of strawberries or a fabulous natural phenomena. It is 
engendered by this, including all the memory of the childhood, all the flavors of life, all the 
warmth and freshness of the seasons that change as light and shadow.  Whether today's 
artists are future architects, image makers, financiers, designers, journalists, athletes or 
managers, this love for the birthplace will forever be a special "load" without which, 
otherwise, the hearts remains weightless. Today they write about butterflies, about parks, 
about Bulgarian, Turkish and Armenian stories of their grandmothers, about the diversity of 



individuals, ethnicities and cultures, about temples and bridges in the city, about its quiet 
corners and about the river that tangles it in its arms. Tomorrow, the life here will depend on 
them, too. In one of the publications, it is wrote, "In the present fast-paced and cold world, 
it is a real joy to be born in a city like Kardzhali. A city that will always accept the ones who 
have lost in the way of search and will wait for its children to return to their father's house". 
Copies of the book will be presented to the Mayor of Kardzhali, to the regional governor, to 
the Minister and Deputy Minister of Youth and Sports. 
 

 
 
The event is dedicated to the 85th anniversary of Capt. Georgi Georgiev, traveled abound 
the world with the yacht "Cor Caroli", born on June 4, 1930 in our city and declared honorary 
citizen of Kardzhali. On the occasion of his anniversary, it is planned at June the bust of the 
sailor to be moved from the dam to the central part of the city and restored as a monument 
to the finals of this year's program of the Initiative ''The Multicultural City". 
 

  



[4 June 2015] 
 
ENG. HASAN AZIS WINS THE ANNUAL AWARD "THE MULTICULTURAL 
MAN" 
 

  

 
Mayor of Kardzhali eng. Hasan Azis wins the annual prize "The Multicultural Man" in 2015. 
He is awarded for the development of multiculturalism and intercultural dialogue and 
linguistic diversity in Kardzhali. At a special ceremony in the Art Gallery, the previous winners 
of the award – the honorary citizen of Kardzhali Nurredin Mehmed and the parish priest 
Father Petar Garena – handed the glass trophy and a diploma to the mayor. 
 
"The multicultural person is the modern engineer of development. This is a person able to 
understand the complexity of the system of different cultural practices and to act as a 
mediator between them. Mayor Eng. Hasan Azis deserves this award because he helped the 
transformation of Kardzhali in a city-H laboratory of cultural diversity", said Radost 
Nikolaeva, director of KRUG Foundation. She recalled that the award was established in 2013 
and aims to accentuate on the value of intercultural interaction. "Thanks to this recognition, 
it is a result of the work not only of the mayor, but of the big team with which I have the 
pleasure to work" – eng. Hasan Azis said upon receiving the award. He stressed that the 
prize "The Multicultural Man" is one of the greatest prizes that he has received so far. He 
said he was happy to live in Kardzhali, because of the goodness of people and the mutual 
assistance between them, because of the shared feelings and problems, because of the love 
of all citizens of Kardzhali towards their hometown. The mayor congratulated the young 
people for the wonderful essays and poems collected in the book "For Kardzhali with Love." 
 
Special illustrated edition "For Kardzhali with Love" with the participation of 22 young 
Kardzhali's people is prepared by KRUG Art Movement and literary magazine Krug. The 
youngest is 12 years old, the "oldest" – 23. They are invited to write a real love texts for 
their city. Some authors already live away from their home, even in other parts of the world, 
but all write about their city with love, which is one of the most important engines of man. 
 



“The Mayor Hasan Azis is the man who brings people together. He is Turk with the Turks 
and Bulgarian with the Bulgarians. He is in the church on Easter, in the mosque on Bayryam. 
He can gather all to share a sacrificial rite”, said Father Peter, awarded in 2014 . 
 

 
 
The event on June 4 is dedicated to the 85th anniversary of Capt. Georgi Georgiev and 
honorary citizen of Kardzhali, traveled the world with the yacht "Cor Caroli". On the occasion 
of his jubilee, restoration of the 165-pound bust of Vitosha granite of the sailor began, –  
moving it from the dam, which is now guarded and inaccessible to visitors area, and 
incorporating it into a monument in the central part of the city, – as a final of this year's 
program of the Initiative "The Multicultural City", launched in 2008. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

  



[18 June 2015] 
 
THE RECORD HOLDER OF ''GUINESS'' CAPT. GEORGI GEORGIEV --
UNFORGETTABLE  IN HIS NATIVE  KARDZHALI 
 
 

This year's initiative "The Multicultural 
City" ends in an unconventional way -- 
with a civil action to save from destruction 
by renovating and transferring the 
monument of Captain Georgi Georgiev 
from the dam to the center of Kardzhali. 
This happens in the short term - from 4 to 
20 June, in honor of the 85th anniversary 
of the legendary explorer. For this purpose 
an Initiative Committee is set up with 
representatives of Sea Club "Angel Petrov- 
Yoschkata", KRUG Art Movement, Regional 
Council of Reserve officers and sergeants’ 
union, Red Cross Town hall and 
Municipality of Kardzhali. For the initiative 
are officially informed – Ministry of 
Defense, Ministry of Youth and Sports, 
Foundation "Cor Caroli" in Varna, and with 
the support of Yacht Club "Captain Georgi 
Georgiev-Port Varna" a contact has been 
established with the son of the Navigator - 
Ivan Georgiev, who is ship mechanic and 

sailor. In a special letter to the Mayor of 
Kardzhali and to the members of the 
Initiative Committee, Ivan Georgiev 
expresses his sincere gratitude for the 
commitment to implement the project for 
which the city has been dreaming of for 
years. 

The bust-monument of the solitary 
navigator and legendary sailor Capt. 
Georgi Georgiev, carried out the longest 
sea tour around the Earth with the yacht 
"Cor Caroli (1976-1977), was built over 
the dam of Kardzhali 32 years ago in his 
honor by grateful citizens and opened on 
13 May 1983. The initiative is of the Local 
Organization For Assistance of Defense 
(LOAD), from which the Marine Club-
Kardzhali of those days is also part. The 
bust of the captain is donated to the 
citizens of Kardzhali by Varna's structure 
of LOAD and the installation on site is 
performed by Peter Burov. Peter Burov is 
a captain of vessels up to 40 GRT 
displacement. He is participant in the 
unique land transportation of the ship 
"Emona" from Bourgas to Kardzhali in 
1979, in order to realize the bold idea for 
the city as mountain port, given by 
Captain Georgi Georgiev and Dimitar 
Milev, then mayor of Kardzhali. As a sign 
of destiny, today, in June 2015, Capt. 
Peter Burov is included in the dismantling 
of the crumbling monument of the world 
traveler so as this precious symbol of 
romantic past to be transferred at the 
center of Kardzhali and rediscovered by 
the new generations in the city. 

As always, for the success of the initiative, 
some real enthusiasts contribute with their 
donation actions. The chief of dam area 
"Kardzhali" Ivan Delchev provides the 
necessary clearance to work on the rock 
massif with bas-relief, facilitates the 
transportation of the authentic 135-pound 
bust of Vitosha granite and selects mason 



specialists to repair deformities on the 
sculpture composition. Jordan Veselinov 
Ivanov, owner of a company for transport 
of heavy loads, supplies the new 4-ton 
pedestal of rhyolite tuff for the monument 
in the city park.  
 
Chairman of the Association "Initiative 
Shared Memory", Krasimir Dimitrov and 
his team renovate the old plaque, donate 
a new plate and perform the final montage 
of the bust on pedestal. 

 
 
In recent days, the owner of "Emona" 
Miroslav Shopov made a symbolic gesture, 
donating 300-pound right-anchor of the 
ship – to be built with a special ring to the 
pedestal of the new construction of the 
monument of the Bulgarian yachtsman № 
1 for all the times. 

 

 
Inspirational role in this entirely volunteer 
project plays Zhora Ermishkin – maritime 
training instructor and captain of the 
school boat "Vostok" imported in Kardzhali 
by the USSR in 1980. By 1989, he and 



Capt. Peter Burov are members of the only 
beach club in Bulgaria, which carries out, 
all year round and daily, water transport 
over the dam of "Kardzhali" and the dam 
of "Cold well" to transport passengers 
between the Wall and 11 villages having 
dam  stations in the region of Kardzhali. 

 
 

For the opening ceremony on June 20 
(Saturday) at 11:00 am in the urban 
garden of the renovated monument of 
Captain. Georgi Georgiev are invited 
guests from Sofia and Varna, among 
which Capt. Toma Tomov, president of 
Foundation "Cor Caroli" from Varna. He is 
the first captain of the glorious sailing ship 
"Kaliakra". 
 
For many years this sailfish is the marine 
business card of Bulgaria in the world with 
its success in regattas for sailing ships 
"Cutty Sark" and "Tall Ship Race". On 20 
December, each year Foundation "Cor 
Caroli" hands the transitional award for 
best Bulgarian sailing achievement during 
the year. 

 
  



[19 July 2015] 
 
LANDSCAPE PHOTOGRAPHY OR FOR THE ABILITY TO ''POKING 
EVERYWHERE" 
 
 
From 19 to 25 July, the European Cultural 
Youth House (ECYH) of KRUG Art 
Movement in Dazhdovnitsa is visited by 
the photographers-experimentalist Vladi-
mir Donkov and 7 colleagues of him who 
work on projects for art photography. 
 

 
 
Vladimir Donkov works in Britain, but the 
main time for photos he spends around 
distant polar regions of Greenland, 
Lapland and the Arctic islands of Norway 
by shooting photo stories with volcanoes, 
winter landscapes, icebergs, Eskimo 
villages, arctic nights, swamps and sea 
storms, while living with humans in Eskimo 
villages, where one lives "keyless" and can 
hitchhike a "boat". In 2010, he takes part 
in the international workshop in 
Dazhdovnitsa, and in 2011 is invited to a 
presentation on TEDxBG of the secrets of 
landscape photography and extreme 
macro photography. 
 
He calls himself "snupar" – someone able 
to poke his nose everywhere. He is 
professional lecturer for the secrets of 
"landscape photography – strategy, action 
and light" (2012, 2015), for the 
photographic work "Beyond Clichés: 
Landscape and Travel Photography" 
(2016). "I know the situation in which you 
shoot abroad and then, at home, they 
take you regularly for alien who has no 

idea of the things in Bulgaria'', he says. 
''But in Bulgaria and elsewhere, I have one 
principle – by "default" to believe that 
people are more intelligent than that with 
which they are flooded from everywhere". 
 
During the summer Résidence in 
Dazhdovnitsa the 7th photographers 
studied through lens of their cameras the 
village and the people's lives here, the 
lives in the neighborhoods of the village of 
Nenkovo and the everyday life in the 
village of Bezvodno. Having spent a few 
nights at the shepherds in Nenkovo, they 
managed to shoot Bakalite hamlet near 
the village, which, actually, was treated  
for the first time as an inspirational subject 
of the artistic discovery. One of the 
upcoming workshops organized by him in 
the next year 2016 
https://www.facebook.com/VerticalShot/ 
from where is his intellectual collage 
below) indicates opportunities for 
photographers-experimentalists to partici-
pate in future world expeditions for 
landscape and travel photography. 
 
 

 

https://www.google.bg/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwigtN6YqNvKAhXE2ywKHczECTcQFgggMAE&url=http%3A%2F%2Ftedxtalks.ted.com%2Fvideo%2FTEDxBG-Vladimir-Donkov-Wilderne&usg=AFQjCNGBLVly5qqbKbiHgZIP5KiAN_24fg&sig2=rzy3GNlwGuBns-n393OfDg&bvm=bv.113034660,d.bGg
https://www.facebook.com/VerticalShot/


[19 august 2015] 
 
DAZHDOVNITSA WITH SUMMER PROGRAM - 2015 
 

 
The traditional 10th art summer in 
Dazhdovnitsa this year starts in June with 
a joint research project between the 
studio of photography, leaded by Dilek 
Altai, to the Assotiation of photographers 
in Edirne and KRUG Art Movement. 
 

 
For two months the 11 photographers 
from the studio and the team of Krug met 
with representatives of the oldest craft 
practices in the municipality of Kardzhali, 
preparing continuation of the exhibition 

"41 Masters from Kardzhali – 41 
Fates", which was shown in May during 
the Initiative "The Multicultural City". In 
fact, the masters from Kardzhali of 
Kardzhali will be 22 and the final exhibition 
– before leaving to Sofia in September – 
will be shown for the first time at the 
Festival of Terlik in Dazhdovnitsa  on 
September 5 (Saturday). 

 
In July, guest of the House of KRUG Art 
Movement in Dazhdovnitsa were 7 
professional photographers accompa-
nied with the photographer 
experimenter Vladimir Donkov.  They 
work on projects for art photography. 
 
In August in the Art House in 
Dazhdovnitsa worked representatives of 
Caving Club "Helictit" who carried out a 
preliminary study for mapping the local 
attractions "Rock Window", cave 
"Snowflake", cave "Womb". Experts of the 
mapping will complete the project this fall 
as their meeting will be again at the Art 
House. 
 
From 22 to 31 August in Dazhdovnitsa will 
be held the 10th edition of the 
international plain-air "Art Horizons", 
which is part of the national cultural 
calendar of the Ministry of Culture. Guests 
from Bulgaria, Turkey, Norway and Austria 
will be able to work on their projects in 
the new sculptural park in the Art 
House, created by 4-ton stone pieces 
carried over from the landslide in the 
village of Penevo. 
 



Between the guests are: the 
photographer Zafer Galibov, professor 
at New Bulgarian University and 
participant in the first edition of the 
international workshop, the theater 
director Torstein Andersen of 
Norway, the Norwegian artist Elfi 
Sverdrup, which will record and process 
local folklore, and representatives of the 

young Turkish group of artists "Art 
Shift'' working on art projects 
simultaneously in Istanbul and 
London. People of Dazhdovnitsa prepares 
for the 10th anniversary edition of the 
Festival of Terlik, which will be held on 
September 5 (Saturday). The festival will 
be visited by a team of BNT. 

 

 

 
  



[22 august 1905] 
 
DURING 10 YEARS ARTISTS FROM AROUND THE WORLD MEET IN 
DAZHDOVNITSA 
 
The 10th workshop "Art Horizons" in Dazhdovnitsa (August 22 to 31) started with night 
photography. Participants saw a series of photographic concepts of Zafer Galibov, professor 
of the history of photography at New Bulgarian University and winner of numerous 
international awards in photography, and the video presentation "Nashenci" (Countrymen) of 
the photographer Zlatko Latev. 
 
From the very beginning, two laboratories of arts start working in Dazhdovnitsa – a theater 
workshop with director Torstein Andersen from Norway involving young actors from the 
Theatre "Dimitar Dimov" and students from the National Theater Academy in Sofia, and a 
laboratory for musical performance led by the musician Elfi Sverdrup from Norway. The 
theater workshop takes place in partnership of KRUG Art Movement and Theatre "Dimitar 
Dimov". The participants work on texts from the play "Peer Gint" by the Norwegian 
playwright and Nobel Prize winner Henrik Ibsen. On August 27 (Thursday) at 11.00, 
outdoors, in Kardzhali, in front of the theater, the young participants in the theatrical 
workshop will demonstrate  process of working with Torstein Anderson, who is a director and 
producer on more than 40 plays in Oslo. 
 

 

The laboratory of musical performance involves young people from Kardzhali and 
Dazhdovnitsa along with the oldest women of the village, which do experiments together 
and record songs with the singer Elfi Sverdrup. The Norwegian musician has a very rich 
vocal experience for field work in collecting, processing and mixing local rhythms from 
around the world in modern interpretations. 
 
On August 26 (Wednesday)  from 18.00, residents and guests of Dazhdovnitsa, a young 
guitarists from the city and a guest singer from Norway are invited to a unique musical 
performance with a compilation of sound and vocal of locals. 



  

 
The stone blocks of the new Sculpture Park also found their authors. Two artists from 
Istanbul discharged verse of Nazim Hikmet on one of the stone pieces and a young artist 
from Plovdiv develops a concept under the title "The Memories of the Stone". Artists from 
Bulgaria and Turkey paint the walls of the Art House and the local town hall. 
 

 

 
Creative partnerships between artists from around the world and people from Dazhdovnitsa 
develop models of intercultural interaction and broaden the popularity of the village as a 
stage for art. 
 

 

  



[28 August 2015] 
 
THE NORWEGIAN DIRECTOR TORSTEIN ANDERSON REHEARSES "PEER 
GINT" BY HENRIK IBSEN IN DAZHDOVNITSA 
 
      • Torstein Anderson, Kurdjali's young actors and students from the National Academy       
         presented to fans of theater, in the lobby of the theater ''Dimitar Dimov,'' a musical   
         performance based on texts from the play "Peer Gint."   

 

 
The Norwegian director Torstein Anderson, who is resident of this year's edition of the 
international workshop "Art Horizons" held a theater workshop in Dazhdovnitsa with 
Kurdjali's actors and students from the National Academy. On 28 August, they presented in 
the foyer of the theater "Dimitar Dimov" the result of the joint work: musical performance 
based on texts from the play "Peer Gint" by the Norwegian playwright Henrik Ibsen and 
Nobel Prize winner in accompaniment of the suite of Edward Grieg. Fabulously fantastic play 
"Peer Gint" tells of the early 19th century and leads us from the valleys and mountains of 
Norway to the coast of Morocco, then in the Sahara, in Egypt and again in Norway. The 
theater workshop is part of this year's edition of the international workshop "Art Horizons", 
which is held for the 10th time in Dazhdovnitsa. So far, there have been more than 900 
artists, filmmakers, writers, artists, photographers, researchers and students of arts from 
over 30 countries at the invitation of KRUG Art Movement. 

 



The theater workshop is really a joint experiment of Torstein Anderson and the youngest 
actors from the theater team "Dimitar Dimov" and two students from the National Academy 
– Ahmed Yumer and Christina Topalova. "The work focused on the works of playwright 
Henrik Ibsen and the composer Edvard Grieg in fantastic Scandinavian legend Peer Gint. 
Theatrical experiment aims to forward the process of birth of ideas in such an environment", 
says the project manager Radost Nikolaeva. Participants in the theatrical experiment have 
made alone the translation from English of "Peer Gint" by Ibsen, because of the lack of 
Bulgarian copy. The director himself participates as an actor in the production and performs 
his passage in Norwegian. 
 
"We worked closely many hours in few days and created a fantastic team of young actors" – 
says Torstein Anderson. The director of the theater "Dimitar Dimov" Galab Bochukov 
expressed his satisfaction with the play of the actors who have caught the heavy and difficult 
world of Ibsen. 
 

 

Torstein Andersen has worked as an actor in productions in Norway, Croatia, Portugal and 
Finland, and has directed more than 40 plays. He has participated in concerts of Norwegian 
bands and literary-musical performances. He played in 12 films, and in 2014 worked for 
Norwegian television (NRK). 
 
 

 
  



[2 September 2015] 
 
10TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION OF THE FESTIVAL OF TERLIK IN 
DAZHDOVNITSA 
 
 
From discreet local festival, the festival of Terlik already became a magnetic center for young 
and old from near and far. On September 5 (Saturday) at 10.00 am, Dazhdovnitsa will meet 
friends, performers and guests for the 10th time. On the occasion of European Heritage Days 
-2015 and this year's national topic "Cultural Heritage and Local Sustainable Development" 
whose choice is related to the preparation of the European Strategy for Cultural Heritage of 
the Council of Europe, the anniversary edition of the festival is dedicated to the 21 master 
craftsmen from Kardzhali and the affiliated villages. We will see their portraits in a special 
outdoor exhibition, prepared by members of EFOD – Association of photographers from 
Edirne which leader is Ms. Dilek Altay. From May to August this year, the photographers in 
partnership with KRUG Art Movement held a photo study, which was a continuation of the 
project of EFOD "41 Masters from Kardzhali – 41 Fates", shown during this year's program of 
"The Multicultural City" in Kardzhali. 
 

 

 
For the 10th Festival of Terlik the walls of the local town hall were painted by young artists 
from the country and abroad – participants in the international workshop "Art Horizons", 
which traditionally takes place every year on the eve of the festival day. For the anniversary 
edition, organizers have prepared a program for 3 scenes. Youth scene starts first at 10:00 
am and will present performers of rock, hip-hop and rap. 
 
From distant Norway will be included the rapper Dennis Hristov with a piece of his debut 
album "After the Sunset", who made his own merry promotional video for the festival of 
Terlik on topic "Dazhdovnitsa – Fest Capital". At the same time, the youngest participants 
will work on visual projects on the rocks carried over from the landslide in the village of 
Penevo to be converted into a park of arts. 
 
15 community centers formulations will participate in the festival with a special program. 
Another exhibition will grace the center of the village – a visiting exhibition of archival 
materials and documents devoted to the Alevi tradition and accompanied by guests from the 
village of Zvinitsa. The occasion is the celebration of the tomb of Elmali baba in the village of 
Bivolyane, held the same day and began several hours later. 
 
Elderly couples from Dazhdovnitsa prepare themselves to appear for the first time in front of 
spectators and participants in the festival as a sign that the festival has become one of the 
keys to local development and a symbol of respect for cultural diversity. BNT team also will 
visit the Festival of Terlik. 



 

[5 September 2015] 
 
ANNIVERSARY IS CELEBRATED IN DAZHDOVNITSA 
 

 
 
For the 10th anniversary of the Festival of Terlik on 5 September in Dazhdovnitsa arrived 
groups and performers from 15 villages of the municipality and men tangled for the first time 
publicly slippers. Two tour operator firms brought guests from Sofia and two exhibitions 
graced the walls in the village center. 
 
The first "21 Masters from Kardzhali – 21 Fates" is dedicated to the European Heritage Days 
in the month of September and in the coming days will be displayed in the halls of the 
parliament. Its authors of EFOD – Edirne Association of Art Photography - arrived for the 
opening of the exhibition in Dazhdovnitsa and the headmaster of the project Altai Dilek 
greeted with the celebration all participants. The second exhibition of photographs from the 
traditional culture of the Alevi-kazalbashi was presented on the occasion of the great festival 
of Alevi in Bivolyane, which this year is also on 5 September. Author of the valuable 
collection is the researcher and writer Muharem Aliosman from the village of Zvinitsa from 
where also there were guests for the anniversary. 



 

Congratulations on behalf of the Mayor Eng. Hasan Azis handed Elizabeth Kehayova, deputy 

mayor of the municipality. In her address, she underlined the strength of the festival to 

brings together local traditions with the creative energy of artists from Bulgaria and abroad, 

and to show the inspirational multicultural model of local development cooperation, which 

remains unique to the region and the country. The governor Ilia Iliev sent a congratulatory 

letter to organizers and guests. It says: "Today, on 5 September this year, we have two 

holidays turned to tradition. They are part of our common idea to highlight major strengths 

of what we have, and to develop cultural holidays – as a joy for the people who live here, 

but also as a stimulus for local development". MEP Ilhan KYUCHYUK sent a greeting to the 

unique way in which the villages cooperate for the sake of linking tradition with the future, 

history with the real life. 

 



Artists of all ages reenacted old local dances and rituals – chomata,  nichan, traditional 
dances zeybek and rumeli. Girls from the city and the band ''Largo Band'' performed original 
music and popular rock and pop songs. Fans of rap listened in the art house tracks from the 
debut album of Dennis Hristov "After the Sunset". With a short video- greeting from Norway 
recorded by Dennis and Sally Khalil, the holiday started early in the morning and ended with 
the traditional keşkek. For the first time local men knitted publicly slippers. 
 
Team of BNT was filming throughout the participants and the implementation of local 
customs. The celebration in Dazhdovnitsa is organized by KRUG Art Movement jointly with 
Municipality of Kardzhali and Town Hall of Dazhdovnitsa. 
 
 

  



[10 September 2015] 
 
"ROAD MAP" FOR YOUTH EMPLOYMENT BASED ON ART AND CREATIVITY 
 
In September, it was approved a project for which KRUG Art Movement started working as a 

partner since June at the invitation of the University of Leuven, Belgium and the European 

Federation of Youth Clubs (Brussels) Erasmus + K2 – Collaboration and Innovation exchange 

of good practices - strategic partnerships, sector "Youth". Featuring several organizations 

from Belgium and Slovenia for two years period will be developed methodology to create 

new civil and social cooperation between the young people of Europe based on 

contemporary arts. Each partner creates his database based on monitoring local and national 

experiments in various youth communities. As part of this partnership, KRUG Art Movement 

launched informative blog in Bulgarian and English Languages aimed at young audiences at 

home and abroad: http://krug-movement.tumblr.com/ 

 
 

  

http://krug-movement.tumblr.com/


[23 September 2015] 
 
"OLD CRAFTS AND THEIR MASTERS FROM KARDZHALI AND EDIRNE" - 
GUEST IN SOFIA 
 

 
 
On September 23 at 11:00 am, the Club of MPs in the National Assembly was visited by the 
exhibition "The Old Crafts and Their Masters from Kardzhali from Kardzhali and Edirne". It is 
dedicated to the European Heritage Days’2015 – an initiative of the Council of Europe and 
European Union, which is celebrated by hundreds of organizations in Europe in September 
this year, while the national topic is ''Cultural Heritage and Local Sustainable Development'' 
whose choice is dictated by the increasingly assertive role of cultural heritage as an 
important resource for local development. 
 
Authors of the exhibition are 11 photographers from “EFOD – Association of Art 
Photographers of Edirne” and local partner is KRUG Art Movement from Kardzhali. The two 



organizations are the initiators of the event, which was preceded by a long research working 
in Edirne and several months research on Bulgarian territory. 
 
EFOD photographers have long experience in professional photographic studies and portrait 
photography as well as its public presentation. KRUG Art Movement has a long experience in 
local research on cultural heritage and its interpretation in modern art concepts. 
 
This exhibition focuses on the importance of crafts as part of the cultural heritage of the 
Balkans. The authors provide us a truly exciting meeting with the 44 th of the oldest – 
dignified and relentless to the world of technology – bearers of true and transmitted from 
generation to generation mastery in both twin city of Edirne and Kardzhali. 
 
It is a mastery, which is part of the cultural memory of the Balkans, but it is also undeniable 
resource in common historical memory. The list of crafts is long: knife makers, tailors, 
foundry, masters from Kardzhali of sweets and roofs , goldsmiths and beekeepers, bakers 
and watchmakers, masters from Kardzhali of sach and musical instruments, quilts makers, 
masters from Kardzhali of souvenirs, carpenters, shoemakers, singers and musicians. 
 
The debut of exhibition already took place during the 10th edition of the Festival of Terlik in 
Dazhdovnitsa on September 5 this year. 
 
 
 

  



[2 October 2015] 
 
EXHIBITION OF WORKS AWARDED IN THE PROGRAMME OF THE SECOND 
INTERNATIONAL PHOTO SALON-PLOVDIV IS SHOWN IN ART GALLERY  
KRUG 

 
 
Today, October 2 (Friday) at 18.30 in the Krug Art Gallery will be featured exhibition of 
award-winning in the program of the International Photo Salon works that give an idea of 
the trends and searches in the world art photography. The event has sentimental value for 
all who know the former boy Anton and his sister Lyubka from the neighborhood of 
"Prileptsi". 
 



Anton Savov was born in Kardzhali, in the quarter of "Prileptsi" and studied at the 
neighborhood elementary school to first grade. In 1973, his parents Vasilka and Valcho 
Savovi moved with her children in Plovdiv as did much of the then builders of the dam, for 
whom there was no longer work in the city. Anton's grandfather – Lyuben Dyakov – is a 
settler from Edirne and his grandmother Mary was adopted in Kardzhali. Anton painted by a 
child and graduated carving. He professionally deals with advertising, design and art-
photography. He is a member of the Board of the National Association Photographic 
Academy and has won many awards for art-photography. In 2014, together with his sister 
Lyubka Savova, they set up the first in our country International Photo Salon Plovdiv, which 
operates under the auspices of the International Federation of Photographic Art (FIAP) and 
the National Association "Photographic Academy Yanka Kjurkchieva" and is supported by the 
program "Plovdiv – European Capital of Culture 2019". 
 
The ambitious program of the International Photo Salon in 2014 includes 144 individual 
participants from 37 countries of 3 continents with a total of 1257 photographs in three 
thematic sections, each of which makes the selection of the best. In the first section "My City 
– History, Traditions, Arts, Culture, Religion" enter 288 photographs by 74 artists, and in the 
selection remain 54 photographs by 35 artists. The second section "Black and White 
Monochrome Photograph" enter 458 photographs from 117 authors, and in the selection 
remain 167 works by 82 artists. For the "Color Photography" enter 511 photographs from 
131 authors, and in the selection remain 50 photographs of 42 authors. In the final selection 
3-member jury selects 271 photographs a total of 100 artists from 32 countries and 
distributes 33 awards which go to 23 artists from 13 countries. For the richly illustrated 
catalog of works from this edition of the International Photo Salon the organizers Anton and 
Lyubka Savovi receive the highest rating of 5 stars by FIAP. That same year, the traveling 
exhibition titled "IFS Plovdiv 2014 – Selected" visit art galleries in 9 places in the country. 
 
In the second edition of the International Photo Salon in 2015 are involved 285 artists from 
61 countries on 4 continents with a total of 2994 photographs presented in five sections. At 
the previous two thematic sections has been added the new section "Act", which enter 329 
photographs of 82 authors and the thematic section "Nature", which enter 476 photographs 
by 121 authors. In the final selection, specialized 5-member jury of Bulgarian and foreign 
professionals selects 672 photographs by 205 authors from 54 countries and 77 awards are 
shared among 53 artists from 25 countries. The traveling exhibition "Second IFC Plovdiv 
2015 – Selected" until now has 5 presentations in different cities of the country. 
 

  



[20 October 2015] 
 
TWO TURKISH AUTHORS VISIT ART GALLERY KRUG 
 
Two Turkish authors visit Art Gallery Krug, while in Istanbul run the 14th Biennial of Art that 
brings together artists and fans from around the world. 
 
Born in the town of Konya, where today there is a large diaspora of emigrants from Bulgaria, 
the artist Hikmet Chetinkaya has a natural affinity to our country and has visited it with his 
exhibitions several times, including the program of the Night of Museums and Galleries in 
Plovdiv. As a citizen of the world, he lives and works in both Toronto and Istanbul and 
travels much, invited by various art-exposures and galleries. Behind him, he already has 118 
solo exhibitions and has participated in over 900 common exhibitions in Asia, US and Europe. 
He is a member of the International Association for Plastic Arts at UNESCO. For his first 
performance in Kardzhali, he arrives before the opening of his solo exhibitions in Australia. 
His specific artistic philosophy is focused on celebrating the picturesque sculpture at the 
expense of compositional form and on his own research on the effect of color on the 
composition. In 1992, he creates his own author's studio, and, then, two galleries where 
young and old artists, and children are trained in experimental scenic techniques. He often 
organizes workshops and live performances in front of audiences, overcoming through his 
method any difference at national, age, religious or other status. He is sensitive to civil 
causes related to the fate of refugees and migrants and often participates with his works in 
public events that support such causes. 
 

  

 
During his visit in Kardzhali, he presents his works and his "disciple" Shukri Istanbullu – an 
artist who is four years older than him, although, she is his successor, working in his studio 
in 2001 and often appears as a creative partner and co-author of Hikmet Chitankaya. Born in 
the town of Balakesir, her education and specialization in painting she received at 
universities in Ankara, Hamburg and Washington. "Art is an integral part of life, I accept it as 
a mirror that reflects life" – says the artist. As Hikmet Chetinkaya whose main theme is the 
picturesque red poppy;  in her own words, develops "clusters of purple'' – purple lilacs that 
in her art appear in dozens of interpretations emitting various kinds of energy and optimism. 
She has 15 independent exhibitions and has participated in over 200 exhibitions worldwide in 
art-fairs and festivals, and, also, she is a member of the International Association for Plastic 
Arts at UNESCO. Along with the artistic trainings, she organizes seminars for personal 
development. 
 
 
 



 
 

[12 November 2015] 
 
NATIONAL REPORT "YUONG POEPLE IN SMALL TOWNS AND RURAL 
AREAS'' 
 
At the initiative of the team of KRUG Art Movement early in April 2014, National Rural 
Network – Bulgaria launched the creation of thematic working groups for preparation of a 
final report on the problems of young people in small towns and rural areas. 
 
The report is being prepared for almost a year and in November 2015 it was officially 
presented to the attention of the institutions, as the first attempt to create a comprehensive 
picture of the status and effectiveness of youth initiatives, of the processes in the Bulgarian 
village that promote youth entrepreneurship, of the trends in the country and rural areas in 
Europe to establish active youth local communities, including the instruments of culture and 
art. Among the main authors of the report are the two co-chairwoman of the Thematic 
Working Group: Radost Nikolaeva, Chairman of the Board of KRUG Art Movement and Maria 
Topchieva, PhD in Sustainable Development. 
 
For more information: 
http://www.nsm.bg/sites/default/files/youth%5Bsmallpdf.com%5D%281%29.pdf 
http://www.nsm.bg/sites/default/files/Doklad%20TRG%2011_FINAL_10%2011%202015_0.
pdf 
 

 
  

http://www.nsm.bg/sites/default/files/Doklad%20TRG%2011_FINAL_10%2011%202015_0.pdf
http://www.nsm.bg/sites/default/files/Doklad%20TRG%2011_FINAL_10%2011%202015_0.pdf


 

[20 December 2015] 
 
KARDZHALI – CITY OF GOOD CAUSES IN 2016 
 
In order to encourage the participation of 
young people in voluntary actions KRUG 
Art Movement announced in November a 
Call for text, photography and drawing on 
the topic "The Best Person I Know" for 
children and young people from 6 to 18. 
The result will be published as original, 
unfolding in many parts advertising poster 
with the works of the young artists. 
 
The advertising poster is issued for 
Ignazhden and presents exciting stories 
for good causes of good people of the 
town and the villages, photographs and 
drawings of 36 children and youth. 

 
At the very Ignazhden, in the Art Gallery 
Krug, "through" art installation in the form 
of an open door, high 3 meters, in which 
are installed the works of the young 
writers for "The Best Person I Know," 
"passes" each visitor – in connection with 

the belief that from what man first crosses 
the threshold of the house depends on 
what will be the year. Symbolic 
developments in texts, images and 
photographs of "best man" challenge to 
the topic "Kardzhali – City of Good Causes 
in 2016" by stating: "For good causes 
need good people!", which will be 
developed in the new year. 

 
In the action take part young people from 
school "P. Slaveykov," Language School" 
Hr. Botev, "High School" Vasil Levski" and 
from the villages of Rani list, Dazhdovnitsa 
and Bolyartsi. The authors of literary texts 
are aged from 11 to 17, and of drawings 
and photographs – from 6 to 18 years old. 
 
To the mayor, to the governor and to all 
MPs from Kardzhali young authors serves 
copy of the advertising poster "Kardzhali – 
City of Good Causes in 2016".  
 
Among the "good people" one can see 
doctors and masters from Kardzhali of 
fountains, guys who installs birdhouses in 
the city and former sailors – participants in 
the citizens' initiative to be built 
monument of Captain Georgi Georgiev in 
the center of Kardzhali. One can see the 
big brother Ahmed, who dives to rescue a 
boy in a dam, and a mother who does not 
divide the children of "her own" and 
"foreign".  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Also, one can see the shepherd sister 
Raime, which "collects light" and gives it 
to the people. Without her the wool 
breeding in Bolyartsi really would be 
questionable. Between those from whom 
we want to "cross the threshold" are, too: 
Maria, who makes and donates 100 
cookies for charity bazaar, Catherine, who 
donates her tress to an oncology child, 
uncle Mitko, who "painted the fence in 
front of the block", Eileen, who is going to 
read aloud books in the home for the 
elderly, Annie, that every Saturday hands 
out bread and donuts to the homeless, 
and dozens more like them. 

 


