2009: highlights

[14 February 2009]

AN ARTIST & LOVE LETTER FOUND 47 YEARS LATER

A research carried out by KRUG team in

the <city archive before Val
14™ February brought back into the

sunlight a splendid unknown love letter

written 4 7 years ago. The iFal
Love with Kardzhalio exhi biti on cons
of 0, 80m ¢ Dhot? Golkages of each

of the 17 pages of this text, whose

author is the famous painter from

Kard zhali, Stanka Dimitrova. The city

gallery bears her name today because

she was the person who assembled its

collection of valuable paintings and

icons. The Love letter is addressed to H.

N. (Mr Hristo Nikolov) from Kard zhali

who is 82 -years old now and has been

keeping the letter among other

documents and photos in an old

cupboard in the attic of his house.

According to the text this man is the

arti st 6s fAbig | ovmeatvellousAl ong t h
l'ines one can al so read
confessiono to the city: né

dissolve the nicest and warmest colours
to paint Kard zhali, to show it how much |
love it, how much in fact | love its people
and |lifeéo

Little is known about the personal life of Stanka Dimitrova. Moreover she has god few

relatives who are still alive. The young city generation know little indeed about her work

and life. The owner of the letter presented the valuable original to share it for the first

time with the city and its people for whom the artist has written this warm confession.

After some of her living relatives protested against making the letter public, Art

movement KRUGc hanged the idea of the exposi t-daonas@sio show
covered in autographs with il ove confessionso by f
Kardzhali who have already become part of the cultural heritage of the city. Among them

are the local and national well -known ethno -researcher s, choreographer s, musici ans, etc.

AYou simply have no chozhalki batsawys | dvel Ktaard Zi ati n |
the region of Kard zhali and a professor at  both the Art academy in Sofia and Istanbul. At

the center of the new exhibition concept is the second page of the | etter by Stanka

DimitrovatoH . N.(Mr. Hristo Nikolov ) 7 in memory of their  Love.

Following arequest by  KRUG the original is now kept at the Territorial State Archive.



[28 February 2009]

GIANT ART | NSTALL AWMARIBENITBA 0 INTHE CENTER OF CITY MARKET

How do you re-install the traditional
Bulgarian red and white Martenitsa as a
part of the public sphere? From today

on, a giant martenitsa  decorates the
Kard zhali city mark et.

Anart i nstall ati o®,miBsizd, 4 ¢ 1.
called Martina, was mounted by

Kard zhali mayor eng. Hasan Azis. 12 kg

of wool were interwoven into a metal

construction to create the huge

martenitsa which was made by the

young artists from the Art Centre in

Dazhdovni tsa village.

It follows the tradition to decorate with

this symbol of upcoming spring key
places on the territory of the
municipality, started by Art movement
KRUG and the children from three
villages on the last Baba Marta day. In

one hand handmade art -installation
titted Martina holds a flower and in the
other 1 a basket . She A wi
successful crops to the producers and
merchants from both Kardzhali region
and neighbouring municipalities from
Turkey and Greece . The enormous white
and red girl -martenits a symbolizes the
big hope for fertility and success which
resurrects each spring.




[01 April 2009]

ECOLOGY OF CULTURE

Art movement KRUG presented part of

the newly created by donations fund for

innovative art. The first exhibition of the

Fund is entitled fAEcol ogy of
consists of works by the caricaturist

Burhaned din Ardagil from Istanbul, born

in Kard zhali .

These are 44 works don ated to Art
movement KRUG and Municipality of
Kard zhali through the past year.

The Fund now feature s over 90 works

donated by Bulgarian and international

artists, among which are also 23 wax

prints created by the Hungarian painter

Katy Szekely. The works of this artist will

be presented on 9 ™ April i n AiStank
Di mi t r oGita Opainting gallery in

Kard zhali as the second exhibition of the

Fund.

The specific fiwax 0 technique has allowed
the artist 1 resident of the Art House in
Dazhdovnitsa village in 2007 i to create
a series of prints from the bark of trees
growing in the East Rhodopi entitled
ATree .tal ko




[23 April 2009]

THE FUND FOR CONTEPORARY ART T A NATIONAL MODEL OF INNOVATIVE
PRACTICE

At the last edition of the national
competition AMuni cwhcll i ty Pi
has been taking part for the last 10
years supported by the in  ternational
network of local authorities LOGIN, the
innovative practice of the Municipality of
Kardzhali was selected i the Fund for
contemporary art? The launch of the
Fund for contemporary art in Kardzhali is

the result of a partnership for several
years with Art movement KRUG for
building a network of two artistic centres

i KRUG Gallery and Art House in the
village of Duzhdovnitsa T as well as
including those centres in the strategy

for development of the regional cultural
tourism.

The Fund has been don ated over 90
works so far. The Fund is in possession

of two big exhibitions of Burhaneddin
Ardagil from Istanbul, Katy Szekely and
Nora Levi from Budapest. The Fund also
possesses works by Nikolay Pana  yotov
(France), Gyongy Laky (USA), Teresa
Borza (Hungar ), Evren Karayel
(Turkey), Zafer Galibov, Danail Nikolov,
Tsetsa Georgieva, Bor yana Rossa, Oleg
Mavromatti (Bulgaria). You can also find

over 30 catalogues and albums of artists

and photographers from all over the
world.




[20 May 2009]

ART 1T CLOSE TO LIFE

KRUG Art Gallery presents an exhibition dedicated to the Cow from 10 ™ to 30 ™ April. You
can see poems dedicated to the cow by Balkan poets, collages from headlines and

articles, advertising pictures and drawings of cows. The exhibition fe atures the ceramic
figures of cows and bulls by the young Plovdiv artist Mladen Badelski. His panels and

ceramic s tailing decorate artistically private homes and public buildings around the

country. At the exhibition he presents 60 cups with stylized cows, 9 candlesticks in the
form of bulls and 50 panels with flowers for the animals. The children from the Art
movement KRUG®O visual arts ¢ lasses present portraits of cows. A hand -woven wire art -
cow decorates the entrance of the gallery. Those who are interest ed can also find foreign
translated materials on introduction to farming.

What should art be at the time of crisis? That is that question that artists around the

globe probably ponder. What anti -crisis reflex can art employ to defend its territory of

symbo Is, messages, fiction and entertainment? To entertain or to worry, to be a mirror of

life or life itself? Only three months ago the project of the Bulgarian Mladen Vladimirov,

who has been living for 18 years in Spain, won the right to take part in the Par ade of
cows in Madrid with his two enormous and extravagant art -cows 1 Florinda and Torero.
The parade of cows is an international cultural celebration which was initiated 10 years

ago in Switzerland and recognized afterwards in the capitals of France and Germany.
From January to the end of March this year the most unbelievable 105 nominated art -
cows made of synthetic materials decorated the Spanish capital. At the moment the most

highly assessed exhibits are b eing sold at an auction in the Christie's galle ry gallery. The
revenue from the auction is for charitable purposes. 1,800 artists from all over Europe

have participated with their projects in the artistic competition impressing attention

towards these herbivores as the are part of our world and togethe r we are part of a
single whole.



[19 May 2009]

EUROPEAN YOUTH RESEARCH IN DUZHDOVNITSA

N
g

Sofia Schroeder from Leipzig, Germany,
a resident in the European youth house

in the village of Duzhdovnitsa from 17

to 21 * May, has been nomin ated among
many young candidates at the age of 16 -
20 from the German branch of the Swiss
foundation ZIS for youth research travel
supported by UNESCO. The topic of her
research is
their opinion on their accession to the
EUO . he Svas conduct surveys with
representatives from the Municipality of
Kardzhali and met the students of two
schools i fiPetko Slaveikov 0 and fHristo
Botev 0 high school for foreign languages.
She inquired different representatives of
the local political parti es and public
organizations and interview ed the local
media for their professional view on the
topic of the research. During her
meetings in  the region Kardzhali where
live the most native youth Turks in
Bulgaria , Sofia  Schroeder will also
present her proj ect and the opportunities
for such research travel of young people

to different European countries. During

her stay she participate d in the
preparation of a project by Art
movement KRUG for the common roots
of the folklore of all European peoples.
After Pl ovdiv, Kardzhali is the second
and last city in her research.
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[27 May 2009]

PLACES OF MULTI CULTURAL
MEMORY IN KARDZHALI

World Jewish Congress 14 September 2009
16:44

The place of the former Synagogue in
Kardzhali, BG, was marked by Art Movement

KRUG and partners as a cultural monument

from the multi - cultural memory of citizens

http://www.kardjali.bg/

OFFICIAL WEBSITE OF KARDZHALI
MUNICIPALITY ) news from Kardzhali
telephone directory , municipality information

about: geography demography , history,
economy, infrastructure, social affairs,

regulations and ord ers in the Municipal
council, forum, auctions, contests, photo
gallery .

... 1asOyA O6z10OABO0 ..
http://www.kardjali.ba/

L KO¢g OAd6y J Aodb yA |[asOyA O
-bo3YbY 05 OdJdQREaY, sqaqgeo
YbaodnKE3Yy FE L1 YObESE J
daqd¥: jgoj devgj dEeYWdeodY
YeoboovYeFEyYbadFEdodoeosad#3 YEa

doqdEhEdaq¢gyY Y dageaqb¥Yy bHE
dd3qgqe, aoden, oddj odq,eobead:t
2090fj FaqdYy

On Otec Paisii street in Kardzhali, next to
the Post office, a  plague was inaugurated
yesterday of the place where years ago

the Jewish temple was located. Nearby a
label shows the blue print of the
synagogue in its initial form. Dr Maxim
Benvenisti  visited Kardzhali on this
occasion. He is the chairman of the
Organization  of the Jews in Bulgaria
AShal omd and he was a
representative of the biweekly Jewish

news . iToday arehnerJews in
Kardzhali, but in your town was one of

t he nine synagogues
said Dr Benvenisti. He read a greeting
letter from the Israeli ambassador to
Bulgariaa Noah Gal-Gendler to the
organizers of the initiative in Kardzhali.
Following t heir dream of modernization
with the new wave of settlers from
Thrace and South Macedonia at the end

of the 19 ™ and the beginning of the 20 ™
century, 50 Jewish families come to
Kardzhali from Edirne, Di dy m- t andc

Kavala as well as from central Bulgar ia
(Haskovo, Stara Zagora, Chirpan,
Plovdiv).

In 1924 they found a European
municipality chaired by Yako Adut , who
also supported the building of the
temple. According to Yakov BenB asat,
son of the one -time rabbi, the
synagogue in Kardzhali was modest, as
is becoming of a poor community, but
comfortable for the congregation. The
temple was situated at the beginning of
Otec Paisii street, on area of 103 m 2
high, surrounded by 38m of stone fence
from which only one column has
survived today. On top of its dome was a
six - point star facing Jerusalem. After the

fire of 1942 the building falls apart in

1956. At the time of building the
synagogue the Jews in Kardzhali number

144, in 1931 i1 146, in 1934 i 197, in
1941 7 191, in 1946 i 130, in 1948 i
128, andin 1949 the last Jewish families

go back to Israel. Among the famous
Jewish citizens of Kardzhali is Cemal
Ashkenazi 1 one of the most active
people in the municipality of Kardzhali,

who was born in Edirne. In 1927 he was
elected chairman of the board of the
synagogue. The Bulgarian Jews killed in

the wars between 1912-1914 ¥ -
1918 are 995. Abraham Joseph Na ego
from Kardzhali was awarded the Order of
Bravery.

, 6m

Another famous local Jew was Ezra
Ashkenazi, who in 1924 becomes the
chairman of the youth associat ion
Makkabi and from a sports group turns it

into an active youth cultural and
educational organization. Rachel Naego
is the founder of the local cultural and



